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Introduction 

We need to learn to count our blessings before we are called to account for those 
blessings. I am going to go through one of the surahs of the Quran in which Allah ■LlkQ* 
Jbci j reminds us how we need to be paying more attention to our blessings and how 
every single blessing Allah Jbu has blessed us with, He is going to question us about that 
blessing. There is no blessing except that we are accountable for it. 

The surah I am going to talk about is Surah at-Takathur. 


102 : 1 - 


Competition in [worldly] increase diverts you 


This competing with one another, and this trying to outdo one another with the things 
of this world has made you distracted. It is taking you away from ta'atullah (obedience 
of Allah) and zikr of Allah (remembrance of Allah). And that is how this dunya is. 

The majority of the people, their greatest concern is not akhirah, it is not striving for the 
next life. Rather, it is who has the most money, the best furniture, the best house, the 
best car, the best marriage, the best husband. 

And these days this is one of the greatest fitan (trials) for us because in the past, you 
weren't so exposed to people's lives as you are now. Now, you sit down, you open up 
your phone and you get images on social media of people's lives, whether on Snapchat, 
Instagram, Facebook; everyone has a happy face, everyone has beautiful lives, with their 
husband in total love, driving an awesome car, have beautiful houses with the best 
furniture, there is no such thing as struggling with your debts and bills and having 
arguments with your husband and going through depression, that doesn't exist. There is 
no such thing as disability, or handicapped people or people facing death any moment. 

We are living in an unrealistic world. It is just an illusion. Our lives have become an 
illusion. And this is what is causing us to have a great sense of ungratefulness as well. 
Because we are living in a false sense of reality. We are thinking that everybody out 
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there has got the best life, but it is only me who is suffering, I don't have what other 
people have, and I am deprived. 

The point about this surah is that Allah is trying to remind us that the way of this dunya 
is that people are always trying to outdo each other. Whether it is with businesses, 
money, looks (for example, sisters competing to have crazy things done to themselves) - 
we are so overtaken with trying to outdo each other, it made us distracted from what is 
the most important thing we should be focusing on, which is striving for Allah and the 
next life. This life is going, it is coming to an end, and unfortunately, all of these 
distractions are making us forget about that. 

This disease of competing and trying to outdo each other is exactly the same disease of 
one of the companion of the two gardens which Allah mentions in Surat al-Kahf, where 
that disbelieving companion says to the believing companion 


18:34 - iju jc.i 


And he had fruit, so he said to his companion while he was conversing with him, "I am 
greater than you in wealth and mightier in [numbers of] men." 


that I have more money, possessions, I am better off than you and therefore I am a 
higher status than you. 

People, when Allah opens up the blessings for them, not only does it cause them to 
forget about striving for the akhirah, but it makes them become proud of themselves. 
And that is where it becomes dangerous. They become stuck up. 


102:2 - jjts-jl pjj [f**- 


Until you visit the graveyards. 


You will keep going like that until you reach your grave. You keep going like that until 
your last moments if you have that disease, may Allah protect us from it. 

The interesting point we should mention is the ayah says 

So He doesn't say you stay there. You visit there. The grave is not the ultimate abode. 
And that is why, you have to be careful when you speak about someone who has passed 
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away, you should never say he has gone to his final resting place. It is not correct to say 
that Islamically to say that. It is against our aqeedah to say that somebody has gone to 
their final resting place. Because that is not your final resting place. We know that we 
will be resurrected from that grave and be called to account on Yawm al-Qiyamah. So 
we shouldn't use this expression because in a way it is denying al-ba's (the resurrection) 
on Yawm al-Qiyamah. 


102:3 - (j cj jlo ilS 



Verily, you will know. Soon you will know. 


102 :4 - (j 



When you go to your next life, that is when you will know that all you were doing was 
pointless. All that you were caring about was completely pointless. What was the use of 
all that? What was the benefit of having a better car than someone else, or better 
furniture. Where is all that now? What use is that now on Yawm al-Qiayamah when 
Allah is going to call you to account for all that you had. So the more you had, the 
more accountable you become for it. You might wish to have all those things, but with 
every extra blessing you are given, that is greater accountability for you as well on Yawm 
al-Qiyamah. So don't wish for something that might be a greater trial for you. 

We always know that whatever Allah has chosen for us, we have to believe that Allah 
knows best. 


2)216 - Jj Y j iiilj 3^3 ’ \i''' ^ ...c. j 02 ^ 3*^3 ’ f* ^ \ 


But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you love a thing and it 
is bad for you. And Allah Knows, while you know not. 
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You may hate something but Allah knows it is good for you, and you may love 
something but Allah knows it is bad for you. 

Perhaps Allah knows that had He given you that thing, it would have taken you away 
from Allah, away from the path of akhirah, that is why Allah did not give you that 
particular thing you wished for. No harm making du'a for what you want, but don't be 
upset if Allah didn't give it to you, because it is a very good reason. 

And remember that Allah is more loving and more kind to you than your own mother. 
And just as, when your kid gets a knife and wants to play in an electric power point, do 
you let him, or do you take him away? It is because of your mercy. But your kid probably 
thinks, what a mean mom, she won't let me play in the electric power point. He may cry 
and feel oppressed. But when you think about it, and to Allah belongs the best 
examples, that is basically what we do. We think that this is good for us, we want it, 
when Allah doesn't give it to us, we cry, we think we are oppressed, deprived, but if 
we really knew what was behind the veil we would know that Allah is protecting us 
from something we can't see. That is what we have to always remind ourselves. 

As Ibn al-Qayyim says about these verses, that is when they will realize the 
consequences of that takathur, of trying to outdo one another about things of this 
dunya, that Allah is going to ask them about all those things that they were competing 
with. 

So if you did not use it for Allah, and for the sake of Allah and for His obedience, it is 
going to be a trial for you. 

And the Prophet it said in a hadith that the son of Adam always says my money, my 
money. It is always about money, about possessions, and then the Prophet it said, what 
is his money except that which he eats, so it vanishes, or you buy clothes with it, and the 
clothes get worn out, or you spend it in sadaqah and so it is kept for you until Yawm al- 
Qiyamah. And the last part of your money is just left for the inheritors. So really, the 
only money you take with you for the akhirah is what you put in sadaqah. That is the 
only thing that is saved for you. So if you haven't used what Allah gave you for the 
akhirah, then basically it is a waste. All that you were rifling with each other with was 
just a big waste. And something interesting that scholars mentioned as well about this 
ayah, they said 

Mi 

Mi jaJ 


Ulama said, why did Allah choose to repeat this ayah twice to emphasize? They said, and 
Allah knows best, the first realization is when you go to your grave. That is when you will 
realize that all this competing was a big waste of time. The second time is on Yawm al- 
Qiyamah. That is when you realize. 

He says here, 
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102:5 - oj&i ji 


No! IF YOU ONLY KNEW WITH KNOWLEDGE OF CERTAINTY... 


If only you knew with certain knowledge you wouldn't have been engaging in this. If 
somebody really had strong knowledge of their deen, and had that realization about the 
reality of this world and this life, then they wouldn't have fallen into this error and 
mistake and misguidance. But the reality is that most of us, may Allah keep us steadfast, 
'ilm al-yaqeen, we don't have that real knowledge. We get in a state of ghaflah, 
heedlessness, forgetfulness, and we forget about what is the reality of this life. Then 
Allah is warning us that 


102:6 - 


You WILL SURELY SEE THE HELLFIRE. 


Verily you will see the hellfire, may Allah protect us. Wake up. The hellfire is close. 
Realize that the hellfire is close and the Messenger of Allah ?8 told us how the hellfire 
will be brought on Yawm al-Qiyamah, it is a very terrifying scene. Imagine that it is 
brought on Yawm al-Qiyamah, and because of the size of it, it is dragged by 70,000 
chains. At each of those 70,000 chains are 70,000 mala'ikah and only Allah knows how 
huge are those 70,000 mala'ikah. The scary part is that it is going to be so full in the end, 
it is going to be bursting. May Allah protect us. That is why Allah is warning us. Allah, 
from His mercy, He warned us about the reality of the akhirah. He could have just left us 
to all become misguided and go straight into it. But out of His mercy, He is warning us, 
beware, this is what is there if you are not careful. He says 


102:7 - Qjp cijA 


Then you will surely see it with the eye of certainty. 
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When you see that hellfire, that is when you will know 'ayn al-yaqeen. 'Ilm al-yaqeen is 
that you just know about something. Like, you read the Quran, you knew about it, you 
read the ahadith, you knew about it because the Prophet told us. But 'ayn al-yaqeen 
is when you actually see it with your eyes. When you see the reality, that is when you 
really know. Then Allah says 


102:8 - j^»jll Cf- qILL'jI p 


Then you will surely be asked that Day about pleasure. 


Then you will be questioned on that day about on all of the blessings that Allah 
blessed you with in this world. And the Prophet Si, if you read his ahadith and seerah, he 
taught us how to be grateful for even the smallest blessings. 

And that is what we miss today. In this first world, our problems that we complain about 
are first-world problems. Your mobile breaks down, your life has fallen apart. But that is 
the kind of problem we have. Yet people in third world countries might have to walk ten 
kilometres to get some water to drink. And we are complaining about my mobile, I have 
only got version 4, I don't have 6S yet and I can't afford this 7,1 am so deprived. That is 
the kind of problem we complain about, may Allah forgive us. 

I am going to give you a hadith to show me how much the Prophet Si told us to be 
grateful for even the smallest things. And if we start to implement this in our lives, you 
will see how much more happy you will be Ail uj. 

One time, the Prophet S, the chosen, the best from all creation. He came out of his 
house and found Abu Bakr and 'Umar outside. And he asked Abu Bakr and 'Umar, what 
brought you out of your houses? They said, nothing except hunger. 

None of us have really gone through this. I am definitely sure that nobody in this room 
has ever gone through severe hunger, to the point you can't even rest because you are 
so hungry. But this is the Messenger of Allah. He went through these kinds of hardships. 

They said, it is only hunger, ya RasoolAllah. He asked, that is why they told him. He said 
nothing brought me outside my house except what brought you outside your house. It is 
also the extreme hunger. 

So they went to one of the al-Ansar. And they told them the situation. In those times, 
they had nothing in their houses to eat. Imagine the Prophet Si comes to you and you 
want to give him something but there is nothing. He had nothing but his wife said 
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welcome. She wants to receive them, they would give what they had for themselves for 
others. That was the sacrifice of the sahabah. So the man gets a branch from a date 
palm which had some fresh and some dried grapes. And he goes to get a sheep to 
slaughter. And the Prophet said, don't slaughter a sheep that gives milk (because that is 
a waste, you would be deprived of the milk if you slaughter it). So he slaughtered a 
sheep and then he brought it and entertained the Prophet, Abu Bakr and 'Umar so they 
felt comfortable after that severe hunger. Then the Prophet turned to Abu Bakr and 
'Umar said, you will be asked about this blessing on the day of resurrection. And he said, 
cool shade, fresh dates and cold water - you will be asked about that. 

Don't you feel scared that every single day, there is not a day that goes by except that 
we eat to our satisfaction. In fact, we have such problems in these first world countries, 
we are all suffering from overeating. So our problems are never about starvation. We 
eat our full every single day and we don't even appreciate, we don't even thank Allah, 
we don't even feel grateful. We live in comfort. We have nice houses to go back to, we 
have air conditioning and heaters, we have luxuries to make us feel comfortable. So 
many people go on Hajj and can't handle it. It is only a few days but the ladies all 
complain about the mattress and air conditioner. We are so pampered that the minute 
something becomes a bit hard we can't handle it. But here we learn that even to get a 
date a day, even to get water. We open our tap and drink water. We don't even 
remember to say Alhamdulillah when we take a drink of water because "what is water, I 
want Fanta and Pepsi!" In some countries they go to the well to get water. The well is 
not even clean, it is black. And they are very happy. You would not want to take a sip of 
the water. 

This is how the Prophet ® is teaching us to be grateful for even the smallest things. And 
if we even implemented this in our lives, we would be so much happier. But we are 
always not appreciating what we have enough and that is what makes us fall into 
ungratefulness. 

So the Prophet * also told us that that there are so many blessings that we are going to 
be questioned about, and I am going to spend some time today talking about some of 
the blessings that we are going to be questioned about. But one of the blessings the 
Prophet told us about, he said there are 2 blessings that many people don't pay 
attention to. One of them is health and the other is free time. Meaning, we don't even 
realize that they are blessings. 

So many times we don't realize health is wealth. Those days when you get sick you 
realize what is the value of health. I was off for a month, I had an operation. The people 
I shared a ward with taught me a lot of lessons. I shared a ward with young ladies with 
breast cancer, bowel cancer, we were in the surgical ward. That is when you realize the 
price of health. Health is not something you would ever trade for a billion dollars. If 
someone said to you, trade me one of your eyes, we don't realize we are more than 
billionaires walking on earth. If someone tried to buy an eye for 1 billion dollars, there is 
no way you would give your eye. So what about the rest of your body? So many people 
cannot walk, they have to stay in a bed. Some cannot sit up. 
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We don't respect all this. The reality of this world is being hidden from us. We go on 
social media, we see all the healthy people, the happy people, they have got everything. 
We don't see all the disabled people, the sick people, the dying people. And you don't 
realize how blessed you are that you are able to get out of bed in the morning, you are 
able to get dressed, you are able to get out. That is a huge blessing. 

But I am going to move on now and talk about 4 particular blessings that Allah J 
is going to ask us about on the Day of Resurrection. The Prophet M told us, a 
person's foot will not move until they are asked about 4 things. There are 4 blessings 
that Allah is going to ask us about on Yawm al-Qiyamah. The first one is your life and 
how you spent it. And your body and what you did with it. And your knowledge and 
what you did with it. And your money, how you earned it and how you spent it. These 4 
blessings you are going to be asked about. 

Your Life 

And let us look at the first blessing. Your life. The years that you got to live. That is a big 
blessing. You will be asked about that. And we need to learn that your life is a capital. 
You need to learn to take this capital and invest it to make a profit for your akhirah. 
Investing your capital so that you make a profit for the akhirah. Don't waste it. If you 
waste it, there is nothing left. Allah reminds us over and over, of the ayats is, 


23! 115 ~ .jj*3^ ffblj ’'Tc. pSiVai-c 

Then did you think that We created you uselessly and that to Us you would not be 
returned?" 


Do you think that We created you with no purpose and that you wouldn't come back to 
us? May Allah be Exalted that He would create you with no purpose. 

So you think you would live your life aimlessly, eating, drinking, enjoying yourself. That 
is not an aim for all this creation. Allah created the seven heavens, stars, planets, look 
how the sun and moon are similar in size but the moon is 400 times less than the sun 
but 400 times closer to the earth so when you look at it, the sun is approximately in 
proportion. All this design of this world and everything works together in your body, in 
the world, do you think it is all for no reason, no purpose? 

So realize that Allah j did not give us this life just to waste our time, spend 
our time enjoying ourselves, and we don't use that capital to invest in the next life. And 
instead of doing that, we end up even using this life for disobedience, for sins, living a 
life away from Allah, away from His obedience. We have to always remind ourselves 
that this life is so short. I am sure you can see how fast the days go. And you see your 
kids growing up and days passing and the next thing you know, life has come to an end 
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and you are standing before Allah j and He is questioning you about how you 
spent this life. 

That is why Hasan al-Basri used to say, O Son of Adam, you are just like a number of 
days. If one day passes by, part of you also passes with it. 

Each day that passes by, part of you passes away until eventually the time comes when 
you pass away. 

He used to say too, there is no day when the sun comes up, except the day calls and 
says, O Son of Adam, I am a new creation, and I am a witness to your deeds, so make 
use of me for I will not return until Yawm al-Qiyamah. 

So every day that comes, we have to try to fill it with amal as-saalihaat (righteous 
deeds), because every single day will come as a witness for us on the Day of Qiyamah. 
May Allah help us, give us barakah in our lives, and help us to invest for our akhirah. 
Always pay attention, our main focus is to invest for the akhirah. 

This is the first of these blessings that Allah is going to question us about. 

Our Body 

And then we come to the second of these, which is how Allah is going to ask us 
about our body and what we did with our body. Allah says in His Book (what means), 
Verily, the sights and the hearing and the hearts, all of that will be questioned. Your 
heart will be questioned. We are always looking at our hearts, how we respond to 
various situations. May Allah protect us and forgive us, Allah sees the ungratefulness 
that comes in our hearts. He sees that. You might be able to hide it from others, but 
Allah sees that. And that is why, even if we feel it coming in our heart, we should say 
auI jiisJ and ask Allah to take it out of our heart. Allah is going to question us about our 
aqeedah, our belief in Him, our tawheed, our singling out Allah alone in worship and 
believing in Him alone, so is that heart full of love for Allah and for the Messenger of 
Allah $5, or is that heart full of love for others besides Allah? Is your concern more about 
the people and about others besides Allah? May Allah protect us. 

And then your ears will be questioned, what did you listen to, how did you use your 
ears? Allah gave us this huge blessing of ears. How did you use this blessing? Did you 
listen to things that Allah forbade? Did you listen to gossip all the time, did you listen to 
music, backbiting? That is how you use these ears, you are not scared that at that 
moment that you are engaging your ears that Allah blessed you with, that Allah could 
just snatch that hearing away from you. If Allah removes that blessing at any moment, 
we should be scared. 

Same thing with our eyes. Now, eyes get tested very much these days. With internet, 
yes, it can be used for so much good, but people, may Allah protect us, use it for so 
much evil on there, if you are looking for it, it is a slippery slope that leads straight to the 
jahannum. A slippery slope because once a person gets used to it, they don't know how 
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to get out of it, and it is just dragging them down to the hellfire. So now this is the big 
fitnah and more for men than women. It is very clear that they become addicted, for 
example, to pornography, may Allah protect us, and we have to realize that everything 
that your eye looks at has an effect on the heart. 

Everything your eye looks at, everything that your ear listens to, it has an effect on your 
heart. So you can see how the sins build up on your heart. And over time, if someone is 
not paying attention to that and not asking Allah for forgiveness, and not trying to stay 
away and guard their sight, from haram and guard their ears from haram, over time, 
their heart gets blackness in it until it can reach a stage where they no longer care about 
the halal and haram anymore. There are plenty of people going down that path these 
days, may Allah protect us, where they become so desensitized, they don't even feel the 
difference between halal and haram, they don't even care if they eat the haram or look 
at the haram, they don't care. Whether they see halal or haram, it is the same. They 
don't care, they can't distinguish. That shows that there is a sickness in the heart. 

So we have to realize that the eyes will be questioned. Imagine the embarrassment, you 
come on Yawm al-Qiyamah and Allah says to you, oh My slave, I gave you these eyes, 
while so many others were deprived. So many others were not given these eyes. What 
did you do with those eyes? Imagine the embarrassment, because nothing is hidden 
from Allah. Allah has recorded everything you looked at. 

So imagine the embarrassment when your book is opened, you looked at this on this 
day, you looked at that site, you looked at that man with lust, you looked at those 
haram things. How embarrassing in front of Allah, that that is what you were doing. And 
you can't hide from Allah. So it is a very embarrassing moment. Allah is going to ask us 
about every part of our bodies. 

The scary part is, a person's body will bear witness against them. Especially the 
disbelievers, their body will actually speak against them. You won't have control over 
yourself on the Day of Resurrection. So even if a person were to hide what they have 
been doing, they will find their hands and their legs start to testify against them. Allah 
will allow their hands and legs to speak and testify against them. 

Their hands and their feet will be allowed to speak and they will say where they used to 
go. Where did you take your body? Did you take your body to the masjid, to the halaqat 
al-ilm, to the gatherings of knowledge, to the gatherings of Quran and zikr of Allah, or 
did you used to take your body to the haram places? 

I have heard some very shocking stories. I deal with sisters all the time and their 
problems. I hear all the time sisters going through problems with their husbands, may 
Allah protect us, and some of these husbands, a man may have a beard but then he 
goes to clubs. You can hide from the people but Allah knows what you do in your secret 
life. You will find your body testifying against you on that day. 

So this is something you have to take into consideration. We have to ask ourselves, what 
did we use our body for? Our tongue as well, what did you used to use this tongue for? 
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Some people can't even use their tongue. Some people can't even speak. So what did 
you use your tongue for? Did you use it for gossiping? Did you used to hurt people with 
your tongue? Did you used to hurt people, cause pain in other people's hearts? Or did 
you use it to bring comfort to other people's hearts and cheer people up, and do zikr of 
Allah and recite Quran and say <*1 a ^i, Ail V) Y, i Ail as much as you can. 

Don't sit in silence my dear sisters. Silence is not from the sunnah. When there is 
silence, you start to think too much. And then shaytan comes to you. And then you start 
thinking about your past, all the things that make you hurt from the past, you start 
worrying about the future, all the things that might happen, all the catastrophes that 
might happen. Instead of sitting in silence, say Al jiiiJ, try to use the tongue so that you 
come on the Day of Qiyamah with something to put in your scales. Something heavy for 
your scales Al jl. 

And this will benefit you too. Because when you say Al it is a release from every 
hardship, Al jiiiJ is a way to get out of problems. If you have problems, saying Al ji*jJ 
is a way to get out of them. So don't just sit there thinking about your problems, say 
Al jiisJ and Al jlS (jl ( Allah will bring you out of that problem through the virtue of 
saying Al 

Your Knowledge 

Then we come to the third thing that Allah is going to ask us about, and that is your 
knowledge. What did you do with this knowledge? Like we find the majority of people 
are not interested in seeking knowledge of their deen. Allah mentions in Surah ar-Room, 

They know all about the things of this world, but when it comes to the akhirah, they are 
very heedless. 

We are so blessed in Sydney, we have so many classes available, but go look at those 
sisters, hardly anybody comes. I have sisters talking to me from Canada, they can't 
believe what we have here. And I have people on the internet, every time I put a lesson 
up they say, can you please record it? I can't always record my lessons, it is hard for me 
to always record it. Other sisters are deprived. They don't have what we have. Many 
countries you can't come together as sisters and have a class like this. Sometimes they 
don't even have a place in the masjid for sisters. You can't even go to the masjid to pray, 
there is a men's area and nothing for the women. We don't realize what we have in 
Australia. I haven't gone to one mosque that didn't have a sisters section that I could 
pray in. That is why I find the sisters here are more settled down because they haven't 
had this hardship. But those sisters that have, you can find that it is disturbing them in 
their deen because they have been shut out too long, it is causing problems. But we 
have so many lessons, but how many people take advantage of them? In the meantime, 
if we see lessons about how to make money, or how can I open a business, how to I 
make my child smart, how to make your child into an engineer or doctor, it would be 
full, and people would come, you have never seen their faces before. There was a sale in 
a store and people were lining up the street. I wished it could happen in a lesson that 
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people lining up to come to hear zikr of Allah. How much were you hoping to save? And 
what we are getting here is better than everything in this dunya. We are offering 
lessons, we are giving people something better than this dunya but people do not 
appreciate it. To them it is less than a hijab. That is the sad part. Sitting an hour is worth 
less than a hijab for free. VI Vj Jja. V. This shows the priorities. 

Allah is going to question us about knowledge, did you take knowledge of the deen or 
were you always focused on seeking knowledge of the dunya? And then, when you got 
that knowledge, what did you do with it? Did you share that knowledge? Did you try and 
do dawah? Did you try and open up people's hearts with that knowledge? Try to spread 
knowledge, try to awaken the hearts with that knowledge. 

Allah is going to ask us about this knowledge. Did you act upon this knowledge yourself? 
We can't just go and preach to others, and we don't do it ourselves. The most successful 
in dawah is the one who puts into action first. The strongest message is from people 
who try the best to implement it in their lives. You know yourself, the catastrophic 
effect it has on you when someone who has been spreading knowledge, may Allah keep 
us firm and steadfast, when we hear this big shocking stories about them being involved 
with girls or ripping people off with their money, when something like that comes out, it 
shakes a lot of people in their faith. You imagine a person with all this knowledge, that 
they were practising that knowledge but then you find out that actually they were very 
corrupt and using the deen to rip people off and it is scary. 

Every blessing that Allah gives you, your accountability is going to be more. Allah also 
commands us in the Quran 


61:2 - V U i 


il \jiii tjjill l^l U 


O you who have believed, why do you say what you do not do? 


613 - q - . V bo iji Ail 'V- ujLa 


Great is hatred in the sight of Allah that you say what you do not do. 


Why do you say what you don't do? It is most detested to Allah that you say what you 
don't do. 

So that is why, whatever you say, try your best to ask Allah to help you to implement it, 
and ultimately, the more you try to implement, acting on your word, you need to be a 
person of action, not a person of words. That is why the Prophet ® had the greatest 
effect on the hearts. Why did all the closest people to him become Muslim and believe? 
And why did he have such an effect on their hearts? Because he was a man who walked 
the talk. He wasn't just a man of words. What shows you that when he left this life, ii, 
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his wives and companions were the highest level as believers, praying by night, fasting 
by day, giving sadaqah for the sake of Allah. They never gave upon their sacrifice. If they 
thought that the Messenger of Allah was just a man of word and not of action, the 
minute he was gone they would go back and would have said, he is gone now, we will 
do what we want now. But the impact he had on them because of how much he was a 
man of action, that shook their hearts to a level that they tried to live the high level that 
he lived. So this is very important. 

Allah never commanded the Prophet Si to ask for anything from this dunya. He never 
told him to ask for anything from this dunya except for one thing. There is only one 
thing He told him to ask from the things of this world. And that is 


20:114 - bale. ^ ^ (ji dja (ja *"a 

So high [above all] is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth. And, [O Muhammad], do not hasten 
with [recitation of] the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you, and say, "My 
Lord, increase me in knowledge." 


Increase me in knowledge of the deen. Because knowledge of the deen can only 
increase a person in every good. It opens the door to every good. Always try to stay on 
this path. People keep asking, I feel doubtful in my religion, I am feeling weak, I ask 
them, do you go to lesson? Do you go to seek knowledge? They tell me no. I tell them 
this is step 1, this is very important. Even if it is hard for them, you've got to make time 
to make it a priority. They've got kids, one student has been with me for 10 years. She is 
going to have her 10 th child. Don't tell me you haven't got time for 'ilm. If you really 
want it from your heart, Allah will find a way for you. That is the reality. 

Are those who have knowledge the same as those who don't? 

They lives are not the same. It is a different effect. When you seek knowledge, it opens 
up every khair for you in this life. But if you don't have that then don't expect too much. 

Then we come to the last of the things which Allah Jbd j Islkil is going to ask us about. 
And that is your money. Allah is going to ask us about our wealth. How did you earn this 
money and what did you spend the money on. And Allah tells us. 


18:46 - . UIjj tlljj i "'i -vtdAiabHj Ujll cJbll 

Wealth and children are [but] adornment of the worldly life. But the enduring good 
deeds are better to your Lord for reward and better for [one’s] hope. 
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Wealth and children are adornments of this world. Everybody wishes for those things in 
particular. Everybody wants possessions and money and wealth, and everyone wants 
children. It is just something normal but we have to realize that these things come with 
a test. Whenever Allah gives you something, realize when Allah gives you a blessing, 
that Allah is also testing you with that blessing. 

So Allah is going to ask us about how we got that money. Did you get that money 
through cheating and oppressing others? It is sad that a lot of people now, the deen is 
only for the masjid. What I mean by that is, they come to the prayer, they pray, but then 
they go to their business and they rip off their Muslim brothers and sisters. They rip 
them off. They cheat them to get money. And you find some businesses try to compete 
with each other and if one of them is better they may try to do something to harm 
because they don't want the other ones business to be better than theirs. So they try to 
cause harm. They may speak badly and run that business down. They may try to sell 
secrets of the business. They may try to learn the secrets of another and then complete. 

Allah is going to ask us how we got that money, through cheating, through deception, 
through fraud, lying, riba, Allah will ask us about it. If it was selling haram things, it is not 
halal. Some parents are happy when their son is a drug dealer and gives them money to 
buy a house for them or to send them to Hajj. They are just happy for the money. But 
where did you son get the money from? Aren't you scared of Allah that the lives of 
children are destroyed because of your son selling drugs? That is what you should be 
scared about. You are taking the money from this man who is destroying people's lives 
through those drugs. 

Allah is going to ask us what we did with the money. Did you spend it to earn the 
pleasure of Allah, for sadaqah, for charity, for orphanages, wells, ongoing charities. Ali 
Banat put his money towards building villages and wells, and there are 36 villages now, 
people are accepting Islam, this is ongoing charity for him. May Allah accept it from him 
and may Allah help us lead a life of many ongoing charities that benefit us. 

As you know, we are not going to take anything from this dunya except for 3 things. The 
sadaqal jariyah, the ongoing charity and the knowledge that you shared and the 
righteous child that made du'a for you. So bringing up children on the straight path, they 
are also something you are going to be questioned about. You are not going to be asked 
what kind of profession did your son or daughter become. Who cares on Yawm al- 
Qiyamah. You are not going to care if he was a doctor or garbage collector. What you 
are going to care about is whether they were righteous that made du'a for you so that 
you will be raised in ranks on Yawm al-Qiyamah. So don't fall into the mindset that 
people are falling into that whose son is better than you, who is smarter than who, who 
got the higher test than you, Allahu musta'aan you are not going to care about that on 
Yawm al-Qiyamah. 

Always remember to count your blessings. Start to pay more attention to your blessings. 
And remember that every blessing that you have in your life whether in your body, your 
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house, your children, your family, all of that you are going to be questioned about. And 
with every extra blessing we become more and more accountability. 

I ask Allah to help us have grateful hearts for everything that He has bestowed upon us 
and to help us use the blessings to strive for His sake and to help us to earn al-Jannah 
and to unite us all in Jannat ul-Firdaws al a'ala with the prophets and messengers and 
truthful believers and saaliheen and shuhahada. 


YouTube Link 

https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=HfO_gTvHopg 


/V/*. 
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